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Brief Course Description

This course tends to provide various visions for thinking and rethinking contemporary architecture and urbanism
in China. Materials discussed in this course include not only architecture and urban case studies, but also
cinema, art and literature works that provide a wider social and cultural context for the issues of contemporary
architecture and urbanism. Perspectives from comparative literature studies, critical theory and cultural studies
will provide us with deeper insights into the reality of contemporary society; therefore help us to establish filters
for thinking contemporary architecture and urbanism in China.




Brief Schedule and Topics

Week 1
® Course Introduction

°
Week 2
® Movie Screening: Still Life, directed by JIA Zhangke

°
Week 3
® Invited Speaker: Alexander Tzonis, “Critical Regionalism”

° Alexander Tzonis, ““ i
Week 4
® The Critical/Post-Critical Debate and the Strategies of Young Chinese Architects

° /
Week 5
® The Will to Resist: Contemporary Chinese Architecture and the Avant-Garde

°
Week 6
® Shanghai’s Modern Architecture and Urban Culture

°
Week 7
® Theming of Built Environment and Variations of Theme Parks

°
Week 8
® Post-modern Culture, Image, Consumption and the Commaodification of City

o
Week 9
®  “One City Nine Towns Plan of Shanghai”

. (X3 7y
Week 10
® |nvited Speaker varies every term : ZHU Xiaofeng (Scenic Architecture Inc.), “Recent Works”

. (X3 >
Week 11
® Invited Speakers varies every term : EXH, “Recent Works”




. (¥ 7
Week 12
® Architecture: Vehicle of Resistance? Related Debates

o
Week 13
® Movie Screening: Su Zhou River, directed by LOU Ye

o
Week 14
® Debate 1: Globalization/Regionalism

® 1 /
Week 15
® Debate 2: Critical/Post-Critical, or Autonomous / Projective Architecture

) 2 / /
Week 16
® Debate 3: Preservation/Innovation

° 3 /

Course Syllabus

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course tends to provide various visions for thinking and rethinking contemporary architecture
and urbanism in China. Materials discussed in this course include not only architecture and urban
case studies, but also cinema, art and literature works that provide a wider social and cultural
context for the issues of contemporary architecture and urbanism. Perspectives from comparative
literature studies, critical theory and cultural studies will provide us with deeper insights into the
reality of contemporary society; therefore help us to establish filters for thinking contemporary
architecture and urbanism in China.

REQUIREMENTS

Students taking this course are required to attend lectures delivered by course instructor and
invited speakers; readings, prepared discussion. At the end of the semester, each student is
required to finish one case study paper, on one of the theme towns (One City Nine Towns Plan) in
Shanghai. This year the case study paper will be delivered in the form of a photo-essay, consisting




of ten chosen images taken by student of one theme town. Each photo is in JPG. Format
accompanied by a short text (200 words) in DOC format, describing the context and contents of
the image. The deadline of paper submission is Dec 23, 2008.

Tongji-TU Berlin double degree students and all other international exchange students are also
required to participate in one of the three debates in class.

Readings serve as background for the class lectures and should be completed before each class.
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND LECTURE TOPICS

Week 1
® Course Introduction

Week 2
® Movie Screening: Still Life, directed by JIA Zhangke

Week 3
® Invited Speaker: Alexander Tzonis, “Critical Regionalism”

o Alexander Tzonis, ““ 72
Alan Colquhoun, “The Concept of Regionalism.* in Gilsiim Baydar Nalbantoglu and Wong Chong
Thai(eds.), Postcolonial Space(s), New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1997.
Kenneth Frampton, “Critical Regionalism Revisted: Reflections on the Mediatory Potential of Built
Form.“ in Maiken Umbach and Bernd Huppauf (eds.), Vernacular Modernism: Heimat,
Globalization, and the Built Environment, Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997.
KennethFrampton “Towards a Critical Regionalism: Six Points foe an Architecture of Resistance”, in
Hal Foster (ed.), The Anti-Aesthetic, New York: The New Press, 1998.

Week 4
® The Critical/Post-Critical Debate and the Strategies of Young Chinese Architects




[ /
Michael Hays, “Critical Architecture: between Culture and Form.” Perspecta (MVol.21, 1984), New
Haven.

*George Baird, “Criticality and its Discontents.”“ Harvard Design Magazine (MVol.21, 2004),
Cambridge.

*Robert Somol and Sarah Whiting, “Notes on the Doppler Effect and Other Modes of Modernism.”
Perspecta (Vol.33, 2001), New Haven.

*Jianfei ZHU, “Criticality in between China and the West.” Journal of Architecture (Molumel0, No.5,
2005), London.

Yung Ho Chang, “Learning from Uncertainty.” Area (Issue N0.78, 2006), Milan.

Week 5
® The Will to Resist: Contemporary Chinese Architecture and the Avant-Garde

o
Ole Bouman, “Ubiquitous China.” Volume (Issue No.2, 2006), Amsterdam.
Yung Ho Chang, “The Necessity of Banality.” Volume (Issue No.2, 2006), Amsterdam.
LI Xiangning, “In Search of Quality.” Volume (Issue No.2, 2006), Amsterdam.
LI Xiangning, “ *Make-the-Most-of-1t” Architecture: Young Architects and Chinese Tactics”, in CITY
Journal (July 2008), London
Week 6

® Shanghai’s Modern Architecture and Urban Culture

o
Alan Balfour, “Twin Cities”, in Alan Balfour and ZHENG Shiling(eds.) SHANGHAI. New York:
Wiley Academy, 2002.
LI Xiangning and ZHANG Xiaochun, “Dreaming of Collective Dwelling in Shanghai: from
Lilong to International Community “, in Iker Gil (ed.) Shanghai Transforming New York and
Barcelona: Actar, 2008

Week 7

® Theming of Built Environment and Variations of Theme Parks

o
Jean Baudrillard, “America”, in Neil Leach (ed.), Rethinking Architecture: A Reader in Culture
Theory. London: Routledge, 1997.
Scott A. Lukas, “The Themed Space: Locating Culture, Nation and Self” (Chapterl), in Scott A.
Lukas (ed.), The Themed Space: Locating Culture, Nation and Self. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2007.
Michael Sorkin, “Introduction: Variations on a Theme Park”, in Michael Sorkin (ed.) Variations on a
Theme Park: The New American City and the End of Public Space. New York: Hill and Wang, 1992.

Week 8




® Post-modern Culture, Image, Consumption and the Commodification of City

]
Jean Baudrillard, “The Precession of Simulacra” in Jean Baudrillard, Translated by Sheila Faria
Glaser, Simulacra and Simulation. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1994. #
Guy Debord, “The Commaodity as Spectacle.” (Chapter Il), in Guy Debord, Translated by Donald
Nicholson-Smith, The Society of the Spectacle.

Week 9

®  “One City Nine Towns Plan of Shanghai”

Week 10
® Invited Speaker varies every term : ZHU Xiaofeng (Scenic Architecture Inc.), “Recent
Works”

Week 11
® Invited Speakers varies every term : EXH, “Recent Works”

Week 12
® Architecture: Vehicle of Resistance? Related Debates

o

Kenneth Frampton, “Introduction”, in William S. Saunders (ed.), Commodification and Spectacle in
Architecture: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005.
Luis Fernandez-Galiano, “Spectacle and Its Discontens; or, The Elusive Joys of Architainment”, in
William S. Saunders (ed.), Commodification and Spectacle in Architecture: A Harvard Design
Magazine Reader. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005.

Michael Benedikt, “Less for Less Yet: On Architecture’s Value(s) in the Marketplace”, in William S.
Saunders (ed.), Commodification and Spectacle in Architecture: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader.
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005.

Week 13
® Movie Screening: Su Zhou River, directed by LOU Ye

o
Corrado Neri, “Cinacitta: rappresentazioni urbane nel cinema cinese.” Area (Issue No.78, 2006),
Milan.




LI Xiangning, “Creative Industries and Regeneration of the Industrial Heritages in Shanghai.”“ SPACE
(Issue No.8, 2007), Soul.

Week 14

® Debate 1: Globalization/Regionalism
Readings see week 3

() 1 /

Week 15

® Debate 2: Critical/Post-Critical, or Autonomous / Projective Architecture
Readings see week 4

) 2 / /

Week 16
® Debate 3: Preservation/Innovation

[ 3 /
Ackbar Abbas, “Play it again Shanghai: Urban Preservation in the Global Era” in Mario

Gandelsonas(ed.), Shanghai Reflections: Architecture, Urbanism and the Serach for an Alternative
Modernity. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2002.

* Text in Chinese available

Main Reference Books

William S. Saunders (ed.), Commaodification and Spectacle in Architecture: A Harvard Design Magazine Reader.
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005.

Alan Balfour and ZHENG Shiling(eds.) SHANGHALI. New York: Wiley Academy, 2002.

Iker Gil (ed.) Shanghai Transforming ~ New York and Barcelona: Actar, 2008

Ole Bouman, “Ubiquitous China.” Volume (Issue No.2, 2006), Amsterdam.




