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As a successor of Urban Culture and Urban Aesthetics set up in 2004, The City Cultures and Spaces will focus
more on the contemporary urban spatial aspects of culture economy and urban regeneration, because culture
reception tends to figure centrally in symbolic economies, as cities compete for investments and tourism revenues by
representing themselves as vibrant culture centers. The aim of The City Cultures is to acquaint students with
material from diverse sources at the interface between cities and the culture. The course is organized in a thematic
rather than discipline-based structure, and includes some analytic work on contemporary urban, culture and social
realities in Shanghai or other Chinese cities. The resulting juxtapositions enable students working in one field to
access material form others, and may extend the scope of critical discussion. The aim is also to balance topical
interests, in an area which continues to develop rapidly and in several competing directions, with awareness of some
of the histories and theories by which such interests are contextualized.

The course is arranged in four parts, the first is a keynote dealing with the questions of what constitutes a city




or a culture. The question entails particular kinds of complexity: cities are seen not simply as accumulations of
buildings and spaces but as sites of occupation where processed of identity and the cultural formation occur. The
second revolves around different meanings of cultures with a background of modernization and globalization. This
part includes topics which assume different meanings for culture, and in such a way as to draw out a relation
between them in the context of the growth of modern and postmodern cities. The third and fourth parts deal with
the symbolic economies and the culture industry. The lectures cover both local and global cultural production and
reception, and also focus on the production of urban spaces under this context. The topics on urban space change
will be put on a background of modern technologies of mobility and postmodern technologies in high-tech
subcultures, this part has an underpinning question as to what use driftnet technologies of movement and
communication might be for different interests in the shaping of cities and settlements.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION and REQUIREMENTS

Students will tackle the following themes in their examination of the ‘cultures of cities’ : culture in the
modern and postmodern city; the society of the spectacle; culture’ s role in regeneration and gentrification;
iconic architecture; the role of cultural institutions in city life; art in the city; heritage and the heritage
industry; sacred sites in the city; precarious cultures in the city, and the place of urban sub—cultures

The course is organized in a thematic rather than discipline-based structure, and includes some analytic work
on contemporary urban, culture and social realities in Shanghai or other Chinese cities. The resulting
juxtapositions enable students working in one field to access material form others, and may extend the scope
of critical discussion.

The aim of this course is to acquaint students with material from diverse sources at the interface between
cities and the culture, and also to balance topical interests, in an area which continues to develop rapidly
and in several competing directions, with awareness of some of the histories and theories by which such
interests are contextualized

Week 1

An Introduction to the Culture, City and Space: Origins and the early development of urban civilization




Week 2
Culture of cities: The evolution of cities and urban spaces.

Week 3
The Cultures of Cities: the exchange, conflicts and blending of different urban cultures in the world

Week 4
Coordinative development of urban culture; the definition, planning and significance of cultural facilities
construction

Week 5
Workshop: A research on shanghai city and its culture.

Week 6
Culture turning-Postmodern Urbanism: Science as the motive force for urban culture and urban civilization
improvement; the sustainable development concept in traditional and modern cities

Week 7

Society of the Spectacle: A base for symbolic economies

Week 8
Cultural production of Public Space; the tangible culture embodied in urban forms: architecture,
communication and ecological environment

Week 9

Gentrification Culture and Capital in the Urban Core

Week 10
Workshop: A research on the space production. Case study: analysis of Anting New Town

Week 11

Culture industry: A historical perspective. 1;

Week 12

Culture industry: A historical perspective. 2;

Week 13

The creative milieu and innovation space: urban policy and urban design

Week 14
The artistic image of a city reflected in urban development process; on the carrier of living conditions, society and
culture of a city; the cultural symbols and expression




Week 15
Construction of a world cultural center: the diversity of urban culture and the corresponding strategies for
development; the cultural core and the radiation spaces in an urban form

Week 16
The future perspective of cities: urban system in an era of globalization and knowledge-based economy;
innovative industry and the role of urban culture; the challenges for Asian cities

Week 17

Course review and discussion

Week 18

Course review and discussion
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